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Few subjechk have caught the af=nbon of Fe enbre wofd 2= much 2= those dealing
with nakural hazards. The human losses (some 225,000 people ) assockaied with e
2004 iIndan Coe=an sarthquake and sunamil, e soonomic oosts (exresdng 100 bilkan
L0 of Humicane Katrina In 2005, the colisctwe social mpacs of ragedes
experianied durng the 2008 Sichion, China earthguals and ardsides, all provide
rEpettve neminders thatwe ars all but emporary guests cooupdng a very dynamic
planst

S subjects share fe hae inerdisdpinan dependency ol chardetaes the fisid of
rasfural hagamds, From gedogy and g=ophysis, b =nginesring and ememgency
responss, o socal psychology and economiks, the siudy of nakural hazands: daws inpat
froem an impressive: sulis of unigue and predous by independent spedalaions . Maiurs
Farmrds proside & common patform D reduce dsdpinary bourdaies and acliBi= &
Eemedcial symergy In T prods lon of imety and use4il Informaiion on the oitical subject
miaier

As sochl nomns change regarding the conceptof accepiabie sk and Ruman migaton
eais: i an exsosion in the number of megacites, coastl over-rowding and
urmanagsd habitaion in precarnious srdronments such 2 mouniainous slopes, the
aineradity of peopls o naral FEzns norexes damatially, Couplsd with the
conoers of changing ciraies, the sujectof nalural Fazrds remains on the Soreiont
of lssues fatafiect &l peopie, nabons and environmens. In the Irstbvo months of
2010 alone & magniude T sarfguake near Fort au Princs, Halt Kied an esimaked
230,000 peapile, mxposed the Iredeguades. of Feir infresirucure and smeg ey
response caped by and virualy aripplsd an sniiee madon; whersss In conbesta mondh
ak=r a significanty largermagnitude 8.8 sarfequakes off the coast of Chike provided &
saber lesson Tadt those ameas with a long hisory of exposune o nahiral hazans ae
nde=d much more capabie D cope with the consequentes of UNepeced svents.
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The Encyriopedl of Matirsd Hozamt st pcapfmes. and Inbegryiss -onbibefones
foem an Infemadonal poriiclio of spedalks whose ranges of experis e address some 330
fopics perinent o e fieid of retural eeards . Dsdpinary bariers are cercome in s
compre hens e eaiment of e subect maber. Cear [lus Rdons and colour Images
eniance the primany akm o communicies and sdecals. The Indusion of & seres of
“classic mse shudy® ewenis inberspersed throughout the wolume prvddes. Banghble
emmpies linking moncepks, ssoes and solutions
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